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BEHIND THE NEW “PEACE” APPEAL 


Cries of "peace" are being raised again by a militant army of communists in virtually every 
country of the world. The occasion is a campaign to gain signatures for the Vienna appeal, 
launched by the World Peace Council at a meeting in Vienna in January. 


At that time, "Pravda" said the petitions would be circulated by a half million “fighters for 
peace" in Europe. Radio Moscow on March 4 reported that response to the Vienna appeal in the 
USSR would duplicate the record of the Stockholm World Peace Appeal in 1950 by gaining signa- 
tures of 100 percent of Soviet adults. The "Daily Worker" of March 13 urged Americans to fight 
for peace by signing the Vienna appeal. The campaign for signatures was to start April |. 


No secret is being made of the fact that the aim of the petitions is to whip up world support 
for the Soviet Union's proposal for banning A- and H-bombs. Ilya Ehrenburg, a top Red propa- 
gandist and member of the World Peace Council, told the Soviet Peace Committee on March 8, 
"we will never reconcile ourselves to resurrection of the Wehrmacht. ... The evil-minded and 
unwise men planning a new war are not only bent on restoring the Wehrmacht, but they also are 
preparing to use Atomic weapons. In reply to this, outraged peoples in all the countries of the 
world are supporting the World Peace Council's demands that the stocks of atomic weapons be 
destroyed and production of these weapons be stopped." 


Aim to Weaken the West 


Such arguments are hardly necessary to gain signatures of Soviet subjects. Under threat of 
being denounced as “accomplices and henchmen of the warmongers," they flocked to sign the 
Stockholm appeal in 1950. But more convincing arguments must be made to persuade Americans 
to sign the appeal. Americans know that the aim of the Vienna appeal is to weaken U.S. efforts 
at building Western defenses against the communists' military hordes. They remember, too, that 
the Stockholm appeal was launched by the World Peace Council in March 1950 — three months 
before the communist invasion of the Republic of Korea. 


While there are few exact parallels in history, the Vienna appeal campaign is designed to 
serve the same fundamental purpose as the Stockholm Peace Appeal of 1950. Its aim is to tag 
the United States as a "warmonger", while diverting world attention from Red aggressions in Asia 
and from the continuing military buildup of communist ground, air and naval forces. 


This buildup already has been gigantic. Field Marshal Montgomery reported last year that 
the Reds have 6,000,000 men under arms in the USSR and the satellite countries. An estimated 
2,500,000 are under arms in Red China. Not only is this the world's largest military force, but 
the Reds are continuing to make it stronger. 








Soviet Navy Expanding 


The British Admiralty reports that the Soviet Navy — already the second most powerful active 
fleet — is in a building program which will give it 30 cruisers, 150 destroyers and 500 submarines 
by 1957. Jane's "All the World's Aircraft" discloses that the Red Air Force now has over 20,000 
active planes, including a growing fleet of intercontinental bombers, one of which, the TU-75, 
can fly 7650 miles non-stop. At the same time, the Reds have 360 factories turning out planes 
fast enough to build the Red air fleet to 40,000 active planes by 1957. While the Reds have been 
following a peace policy, Field Marshal Montgomery reports they have tripled the number of air 
fields in Eastern Europe. On March 11 they signaled their growing air power by promoting Marshal 
of Aviation Pavel Zhigarev to Chief Marshal of the Air Force. Meanwhile, Red Chinese are 
modernizing their army and adding an air force and navy. 


The claim that this growing military force is purely defensive is a major phase of current 
Soviet propaganda. Continued attempts to cloak the aggressive nature of the tremendous Red 
military power are made by such devices as referring to Red China's forces as the Chinese "Liber- 
ation" Army. This deceptive title is given to the Red Chinese Army in an attempt to justify its 
aggressions. 


The cynicism with which the communists launch a worldwide peace campaign while building 
its already great military forces recalls the words of the historian Vladimir Kluychevsky. Com- 
menting on the duplicity of 17th century Moscow diplomacy, he warned, "To avoid their snares it 
was not enough to discover they were lying. One also had to ascertain the purpose of the lie, and 
how to evaluate it." 


This is even more true today. If the Vienna appeal follows the pattern of the Stockholm 
appeal, its purpose will be to divert the free world and weaken its unity (by convincing some that 
the Americans are "warmongers" while Red aggressors are "peace-loving states") and to aid the 
propaganda buildup for further Red aggression in Asia. If the communists have any significant 
success in promoting the Vienna peace appeal outside the Iron Curtain, they will have achieved 
another victory in their campaign to confuse the free world and thereby weaken its defenses. 


BUSINESSMEN IN MOSCOW 


Since the Moscow economic conference early in 1952, a growing stream of visitors has been 
flowing into the capital of the communist empire. While a few visitors have been world-famous — 
British Laborites Clement Attlee and Aneurin Bevan and Americans Perle Mesta and Senator 
Margaret Chase Smith — most have been members of trade delegations. 


Almost unnoticed in the business and trade representatives from Britain, France, Argentina, 
Egypt, Israel, India and Belgium, visiting Moscow, has been a growing trickle of businessmen 
from the U.S. Of 27 U.S. citizens journeying to Moscow in 1953, only 3 — or 11 percent — 
were Classified as businessmen. In 1954 the total of U.S. visitors jumped to 51, of which 10 — or 
nearly 20 percent — were businessmen. 


Although it is no secret that communists are dedicated to the destruction of capitalism, they 
nonetheless have lavished special attention on representatives of Western business. Reports from 
British businessmen indicate the Reds have been using a tested formula of raising the businessmen's 
hopes for large sales to communist countries, then suggesting that they influence their governments 
to eliminate American-sponsored controls on trade with communist countries. 


This is the approach the Reds used in talking Henry Ford, Sr., into building an auto plant in 
the Soviet Union in the 1930's and in training Soviet communists — such as Vassili Kuznetsov, 
Moscow's trade union boss — in the Ford plant in Detroit. According to the "Daily Worker, " 
(February 20) this approach is still working. 


Boost "Non-strategic" Trade 


The paper reported that a recent Moscow visitor, William Wood Prince, President of 
Chicago's Union Stockyard, had come back from the Soviet Union "with visions of the Russians 
getting meat from the Chicago stockyards if the U.S. Department of Commerce could be per- 
suaded to approve trade between U.S. and U.S.S.R." Prince, who was in Moscow with his 
lawyer, Marshall MacDuffie — a friend of Communist Party Secretary Khrushchev and frequent 
Moscow visitor — was also reported as saying that “his plans are to try to get approval in 
Washington for trade in non-strategic materials." 


This report is unusual since both Washington and Moscow know that U.S. — U.S.S.R. trade 
in non-strategic goods is not banned. According to Commerce Secretary Weeks, the U.S. im- 
ported $19,613, 000 worth of goods from communist countries in Europe and exported $882,000 to 
them in the first half of 1954. During the same time, the Commerce Department approved appli- 
cations for $7, 108,000 in new trade with communist countries compared with $484,000 in the first 
half of 1953. Weeks stated one reason exports weren't higher was American lack of interest in 
Soviet trade because of "the generally recognized instability and independability of trading with 
the bloc." 


There is little tangible evidence that the communists want to boost non-strategic trade with 
the U.S. Aside from a possible desire to buy heavy industrial — that is, strategic goods — from 
the U.S., Red trade interest appears concentrated in Europe, Asia and Latin America where trade 
ties can be used to broaden communist influence on the political conditions in these areas. As 
"Pravda", way back in May 1953, commented on a plan by Britain's Clement Attlee for giving 
Red China a seat in the U.N., "Of course, this statement is not based on Attlee's sympathy for 
communism ... but on the real economic interests of England, which are, as is known, the basis 
of her political interests." 


Elimination of American restrictions on world trade obviously would give the communists a 
freer hand in trade deals with European, Asian and Latin American countries. At the same time, 
attacks on American controls can be calculated to increase foreign resentment toward U.S. 
policies. 


Admittedly, dealing with the communists on any level has many pitfalls. This is particularly 
true when trade is presented as a "business-like" operation — divorced from political considerations. 
But it must be remembered that with communists every move is political; every move is designed to 
strengthen communism first in the USSR, the world base of communism, and secondly, in other 
countries of the world. Thus, trade with the communists cannot be judged on the old basis of profit 
and loss, but on the new basis of whether trade will strengthen or weaken communism. Statements, 
urging more trade with communists, made by businessmen returning from visits to Moscow only add 
confusion to this problem — unless they also explain in what way this trade will help or hinder the 
spread of communism. 


AFRO-ASIAN PARLEY 


The communist agitation and propaganda apparatus is being oiled to present the Afro-Asian 
conference in Indonesia this month as a triumph for Red China's national liberation policies. 


Red Chinese Premier Chou En-Lai already has stated, ‘the conference will play its part for 
peace and international cooperation, for peaceful co-existence of Asian and African countries 
possessing different social systems, on the basis of the principle of non-interference. " 


Stripping Chou's statement of its deceptive double-talk, he was saying tk at he's confident 


the Afro-Asian conference will further communist plans to drive Western influe ice out of Asia 
and to open the door wider to communist infiltration and subversion. 
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This intention was indicated by Radio Moscow (March 5) in coupling Chou's statement on 
non-interference in Africa and Asia and charges that the United States has set up the Southeast 
Treaty Organization (SEATO) to suppress the national liberation movement in Asia, and was turning 
Formosa into a base for a new war against Red China. Radio Moscow followed on March 10 with 
the statement, "The people of Asia are demanding with increasing resolution that an end be put 
to aggressive policies in Asia. They want peace, and demand that the military provocations 
against China be stopped and that the American armed forces be withdrawn from Taiwan (Formosa) 
and the Taiwan Islands. The peoples of Asia are demanding that there be no more foreign inter- 
vention in their internal affairs." 


An Independent Grouping 


Earlier, on January 11, the "Daily Worker," called the Afro-Asian Conference "the germ 
of an independent grouping of peoples of Africa and Asia," which "reflects the breaking up of 
imperial colonialism." The paper continues, "What may be shaping up on this front line is a 
pronounced tendency among the peoples of Asia and Africa to align themselves against America's 
imperialism and to refuse to play any role in aggressive war blocs." 


Pointing out that any shift in the Afro-Asian attitude against the West will weaken the role 
of Britain and France in the West European alliance, the paper adds, "Should their dwindling 
dependencies in Asia and Africa withhold their resources and manpower from any war effort, the 
imperialist powers would find themselves in a critical position unable to fulfill their role as war 
allies of the U.S." 


While it is true that agitation for the Afro-Asian conference was begun by Chou En-Lai 
following the Geneva Conference last summer, as a means to further communization of the area, 
the conference's real meaning is that this massive block of one billion people is coming onto the 
stage of industrial civilization for the first time, at the same moment that nationalism and inde- 
pendence are coming to the fore. These peoples are moving toward a choice between government 
by free men and by a totalitarian state. 


Lenin's Strategy 


There are indications, however, that the Red Chinese may not have the conference all their 
own way. Two participants, Pakistan and the Philippines, are members of the U.S. sponsored 
SEATO, designed to halt Red Chinese aggression in Asia. More important, many Asian leaders — 
such as Burma's Premier U Nu — are aware of the growing threat from Red China. According to 
press reports over the past six months, what they fear is that American policies will provoke Red 
China into war and they'll be the first to be overrun and destroyed. They hope to save themselves 
through negotiation with the aggressive Red tyrant. 


The danger for the U.S., for Europe and for the free Afro-Asian peoples is that the Afro- 
Asian leaders will agree with broad principles of non-intervention proposed by Red China, then 
find they have committed themselves to a policy of driving out of Asia the only power which can 
protect them from communist conquest. The balance between freedom and tyranny is a delicate 
one in Asia and Africa. What appears to be needed is more Western leadership which persuades, 
rather than distracts. Success or failure in Africa and Asia during the next few years could easily 
tip the balance in favor of freedom or tyranny for the entire world. 


THE RED'S PIED PIPERS 


Music, history and, to some extent, even science in communist-run countries are just other 
forms of indoctrinating the people in Marxism-Leninism. M. |. Kalinin, former President of the 
Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., commented in August 1945, that communist teachers of any sub- 
ject are "propagandists" "whose work is to instill communist ideas in the masses." 
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It now is becoming clear that communists and Red fronters in the United States are using 
propaganda tactics against American youth. Whether a youngster likes music, history or science, 
the Reds have worked up a program to exploit his interest and, in the process, to feed him a 
man-sized dose of Marxism-Leninism. 


Following Lenin's strategy for attacking a strong democracy, they are adopting popular 
phases of American culture to their own ends. They moved into the popular field of folk music 
years ago with an insidious institution called a "hootenanny." 


These are sessions at which members of People's Artists, the Party's major entertainment front, 
yodel hillbilly tunes and chant workers’ songs with a Moscow slant. Some songs stress working 
class solidarity, some are anti-business, others — such as "Co-existence On My Mind" — are 
bold-faced propaganda for Moscow foreign policies. 


Not Entertainment but Propaganda 


But the purpose is not entertainment. Betty Sanders, co-chairman of People's Artists, points 
out that at these sessions "the small fry can begin to get a feeling of American people's music — 
the idiom that is typically national and which describes so much of our democratic history. Right 
along with it, we try to help them learn that songs from other countries also have their special 
quality." Naturally, these children's programs reflect the strongly Marxist-Leninist line of the 
adult programs. 


Similarly children of various age levels who are interested in science are being approached 
through a series of books — the Youth World series — put out by International Publishers. John 
Stachel, who in the "Daily Worker" (March 13) hails the Youth World books as "a most successful 
International venture" goes on to state, "The Youth World series is worth watching: always with 
an unusual, even unexpected approach, it presents elementary science to young folks at various 
age levels. 


"Some of the titles in this series are; 'How Man Discovered His Body,' by Sarah Riedman, 
an introduction to physiology; ‘The Secret of Light,' by Irving Adler, an introduction to physics; 
'Egg to Chick', by Milicent Selsam; and 'From Head to Foot,’ by Alex Novikoff." 


These books, like the hootenanny folk music sessions, are not alone to impart knowledge. 
As a preface to a discussion of the Youth World series, Stachel lists International's catalogue of 
books on science by Engles, Stalin, Mao Tse-Tung, Stalin prize winner J. D. Bernal, and Pavlov 
(whose work on conditioned reflexes is the basis of communist brainwashing). He explains that the 
Marxist approach to science teaches that society must be changed to a communist-type before 
science can become an instrument for expanding man's powers. 


Undermining American Heroes 


But where the Red propagandists are hitting hardest is in a campaign to undermine American 
national heroes. Instead of trying to sell Americans that men like Washington and Jefferson were 
motivated by greed for power and money as they did during the 1930's, they're now praising these 
heroes, but with an underhanded twist. 


In writing about George Washington, in the February 22 "Daily Worker," Ben Levine praises 
Washington as "the first president of the first modern bourgeois republic. He was the symbol 
wherever merchants and industrialists led a people's revolution against the feudal classes — in 
France, in Germany, in Spain, in South America, of the New World that was being formed in the 
late 18th and 19th centuries. Monarchs everywhere on their shaky thrones trembled at the name 
of Washington. Poets and statesmen sang glowing praises of him. Washington's name, wrote 
Byron, will be ‘a watchword till the future shall be free. '" 








Not only was Washington a military genius, according to Levine, but he "inspired the 
world by his political steadfastness with which he fought for independence." 


And then Levine runs in the twist. "Indomitable as he was in the fight for independence 
of his class from British tyranny, he was equally indomitable against the small farmers and 
artisans and Negro people who sought to push the revolution further against the American ruling 
classes." Thus, while praising Washington, Levine tries to cast him in the role of a leader who 
stopped short, and implies it is the communists who will carry on the ultimate revolution. "It 
is the task of the American people to make the name of Washington once more what Byron 
called it: ‘A watchword till the future shall be free.'" 


All this adds up to the most insidious campaign of subverting American youth the Reds 
have yet undertaken. It faces all Americans and particularly those in organizations interested 
in youth education, with the challenge of counteracting false information, of thwarting com- 
munist attempts at subverting American youth and of providing American children with creative, 
absorbing education programs. 


As M, |. Kalinin once commented, “people are most receptive when they are young." 
What they learn in youth will be reflected in their adult conduct. 


BATTLE OF THE SHIPS 


After even a short period of following communist statements, it becomes obvious that Reds 
are less interested in facts than they are in promoting communism. This is nowhere better 
demonstrated than in the recent statements concerning shipbuilding. 


According to "Lloyd's Register of Shipping" — the standard authority on shipbuilding 
outside the Iron Curtain — 1954 was a banner year for the British. They launched 253 vessels 
totaling 1,408,876 tons. This amounts to 33 more ships than were produced in 1953 and accounts 
for nearly 27% of the free world ship output. 


But the communists are not interested in the successes of capitalist economies. Instead, 
in a gloomy tone, Soviet commentator Orekhov, in "Pravda" (March 9) reported that by 
September 30, 1954, British shipyards received orders for vessels with a displacement of 485,000 
tons, or 52,000 tons less than in the proceeding year. 


Commenting that Britons face increasing competition in shipbuilding from West Germany, 
Holland, France, Sweden, Norway, the United States, Japan and Italy, Orekhov claims that 
if orders continue to drop at the present rate, British shipbuilders will have nothing left "in the 
files in 4 years time but orders for barges and tugboats. " 


" Judging by statements in the press," he concluded "the results of last year were bad for 
British shipbuilding industry and there are no prospects for a change in the current year." The 
reason for this, he claimed, is “the American embargo and restrictions on British trade with 
countries of the democratic camp, which also apply to the sale of merchant vessels." 


Then he slips in the propaganda gimmick. There are reasons besides competition for the 
alleged plight of British shipbuilding. "One of them is of a political nature and lies in the 
fact that Britain refuses to carry on normal trade with all countries. Although these artificial 
trade restrictions hit at the economy of Britain herself, she continues to cling to them, yielding 
to U.S. pressure." 


sila 


Both the techniques and purpose of communist propaganda is disclosed by the comparison 
between Orekhov's gloomy picture of British shipbuilding and “Lloyd's Register of Shipping" 
which shows an increase in ship output by British yards in 1954. It seems that the communists 
who have perfected propaganda techniques for convincing impoverished Soviet citizens that 
they are better off than people in America, are trying to convince prosperous free world people 
they are on the verge of collapse unless they trade with communism. This type of attack 
requires even greater and more effective dissemination of the facts to keep the record straight. 


THE MATUSOW INCIDENT 


The turnabout testimony of Harvey Matusow highlights not merely the campaign of the 
Communist Party, USA, to weaken the Government's anti-communist program. It also points 
up the great interest Communist Parties behind the Iron Curtain have in American domestic 
affairs. 


The Rumanian communist newspaper, "Scinteia" on March 3 already had attacked the 
U.S. Government for the re-arrest of six of 11 U.S. Communist Party leaders who recently 
were released from prison after serving five years under Smith Act convictions in 1949. The 
new arrests were based on new charges. 


"Scinteia" demanded that "the leaders of the U.S. Communist Party must be released, " 
and went on to state, "The Rumanian people express their solidarity with the struggle of the 
democratic forces of the United States against the fascist measures of American reaction. They 
protest the new imprisonment of the Communist Party leaders and demand that the arrest and 
prosecution of progressive American citizens come to an end." 


Radio Moscow jumped into the Matusow case March 17. While making no demands, the 
Red commentary reported the sentencing of Matusow to three years in prison, then stated that 
the Matusow case was evoking "public indignation at the nelle of U.S. justice. Indignation 
has been evoked not only within the United States but abroad as well." This is the communist 
way of hinting that Red propagandists are using their version of the Matusow case in an attempt 
to damage U.S. prestige abroad. 


A Worldwide Conspiracy 


Meanwhile, the Red campaign attacking the U.S. Justice Department has been mounting. 
U.S. Party Chairman William Z. Foster wrote President Eisenhower that the "present scandal" 
over Matusow shows that Government trials of communists “have sunk to the lowest levels of 
the worst legal frameups in the history of the United States." And the "Daily Worker," March 13, 
carried on the campaign by attacking Elizabeth Bentley, Louis Budenz and Whittaker Chambers 
for their testimony against communists, then warned, "On this issue Congress has not yet heard 


from back home." 


The similar statements of Party leaders in the U.S. and abroad on the Matusow case, and 
the rush of Party spokesmen in Moscow and Bucharest to defend Party members in the U.S. 
reflects the international character of the communist conspiracy. Stalin, in his 1928 speech 
"On the Program of the Comintern" emphasized the obligation of the USSR to aid the "prole- 
tarians of all lands" and the "proletarians of all lands have serious obligations with respect to 
the proletarian dictatorship of the USSR." 








But it was P. Vyshinsky in 1948 who stated the relationship most clearly. "Actual co- 
operation with the USSR, the readiness of the workers of any country to subject all their aims to 
the basic problem of strengthening the USSR — this is the manifestation of revolutionary proletarian 
internationalism on the part of workmen in foreign countries." 


In the midst of this worldwide conspiracy, in which the primary job of Communist Parties in 
foreign lands is to help the USSR, the Matusow case is an incident. Matusow's turnabout testimony 
has been thoroughly discredited and Matusow has been sentenced to three years in prison for 
contempt of court. Nonetheless, the Matusow incident focuses attention on the fact that Reds 
in America are seeking to weaken the Government's anti-communist program solely to free them- 
selves to serve Moscow better. This indicates that any changes made in our anti-communist 
program in order better to protect innocent persons must also be made with a view toward tightening 
up restrictions on communists. 


PLAN FOR CONQUEST 


The following is an excerpt from a speech made twenty-four years ago by Dimitry A. 
Manuilsky at the Lenin School of Political Warfare in Moscow: 


"War to the hilt between communism and capitalism is inevitable. Today, of course, we 
are not strong enough to attack. Our time will come in 20 or 30 years. To win we shall need 
the element of surprise. The bourgeoisie will have to be put to sleep. So we shall begin by 
launching the most spectacular peace movement on record. There will be electrifying overtures 
and unheard of concessions. The capitalist countries, stupid and decadent, will rejoice to 
cooperate in their own destruction. They will leap at another chance to be friends. As soon as 
their guard is down, we shall smash them with our clenched fists." 


This is the same Manuilsky who presided over the United Nations Security Council in 
1949. 


Reprinted from the April 1955 issue of THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE. 
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